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SUBJECT: GOP PLANS TO AID IDLE SUGAR WORKERS 

REF: CEBU 0085 

1 . TIMES-JOURNAL REPORTED DEC 28 IN FRONT PAGE ARTICLE THAT 
LABOR DEPARTMENT WILL UNDERTAKE A PROJECT NEXT YEAR TO HELP 
UNEMPLOYED SUGAR WORKERS ON ISLAND OF NEGROS TO FIND JOBS. 
LABOR SECRETARY BLAS OPLE HAS REPORTEDLY DIRECTED AT LEAST 
FOUR AGENCIES UNDER HIM TO DRAW UP EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
SCHEMES. OPLE SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED A MANPOWER TRAINING 
PROGRAM TO BE CONDUCTED BY THE NATIONAL MANPOWER AND YOUTH 
COUNCIL, SEAMAN TRAINING COURSES MANAGED BY THE NATIONAL 
SEAMEN BOARD AND SELF-EMPLOYMENT PROJECTS. 

2. COMMENT: IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER OR NOT THESE 
PROJECTS WILL EVER BE REALIZED AND IF THEY ARE, WHETHER OR 
NOT THEY WILL SUCCEED IN EASING UNEMPLOYMENT IN NEGROS. 
ROUGHLY 80 PERCENT OF THE JOBS ON NEGORS ARE RELATED TO 
SUGAR PRODUCTION, AND THE PRESENT LOW SUGAR PRICES HAVE 
ALREADY ACTED TO SLW CANE HARVESTING AND MILLING. 

THE RESULTING UNEMPLOYMENT IS EXPECTED TO INCREASE 
DURING THE FIRST THREE QUARTERS OF 1977. FEARS HAVE 
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BEEN EXPRESSED BY SOME KNOWLEDGEABLE PEOPLE IN THE NEGROS 
AREA THAT SUGAR WORKERS, JOBLESS AND HUNGER, MAY BE 
DRIVEN TO ACTS OF CIVIL DISORDER (ALTHOUGH AMCONSULATE 
CEBU (REFTEL) REPORTS SITUATION DOES NOT APPEAR 
THREATENING AT PRESENT.) SECRETARY OPLE'S STATEMENT IS 
STILL ANOTHER INDICATION THAT GOP IS AWARE OF POTENTIAL 
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PROBLEMS IN THE SUGAR REGIONS AND IS MAKING SOME EFFORT 
(IF ONLY VERBAL, FOR THE MOMENT) TO DEAL WITH THEM. 
SULLIVAN 
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